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Serving Chattahoochee, Clay, Harris, Marion, Meriwether, Muscogee,
Quitman, Randolph, Schley, Stewart, Talbot, Troop, Webster counties in
Georgia and
Russell County in Alabama

OUR MISSION AND VALUES
The mission of Feeding the Valley is to gather food to feed the hungry.
The values that we incorporate into our mission are compassion, good
stewardship, dedication, urgency and inclusiveness.

6744 Flat Rock Road, Midland, GA 31820
P.O. Box 8404, Columbus, GA 31908
706-561-4755

2017 has been a milestone year for
Feeding the Valley Food Bank. It has been a turning
point in our 34 year history and we are excited and
humbled by the opportunities that lie ahead of us.
From cutting the ribbon on March 31st
and welcoming friends to our new
warehouse in Midland, Ga. to distributing
358,000 lbs. of fresh fruits and vegetables
over the summer, providing food
assistance for hurricane evacuees,
supporting newly housed veterans, and to
enabling Operation Turkey to prepare and
deliver more than 1,250 homemade,
hearty turkey dinners on Thanksgiving
Day, 2017 has been a game changer year
for us.

year. In the summer, we increase our
Kids Summer Café sites and provided
13,722 meals to children while school
was out. We provided 25,000 pounds of
snacks through our Kids Snack Program.
We distributed 49,400 pounds of kidfriendly foods through our Buddy Pack
Program for children in 30 elementary
schools to take home for the weekend.
Serving the rural areas, our Mobile Pantry
Program distributed 4,270,411 lbs. of
food, equivalent to 3,558,675 meals.

In 2017, Feeding the Valley distributed
8.4 million pounds of food, serving
47,000 individuals from our community,
3,000 more than last year. Included in
this number is more than 1.2 million
pounds of fresh produce, a number twice
as high as any in our history, thanks to
the increased capacity of our new facility.

We have opened our new home to the
community. The day after our ribbon
cutting, we hosted our first OutRun
Hunger 5k Run and Fun Run. A great
family event that was a success its first
year and is becoming an annual event.

We saw increases in all of our programs
this year. Our Kids Café Program
provided more than 336,000 meals to
children after school during the school

Just six months after moving to our new
warehouse, the wrath of hurricane Irma
brought evacuees to Columbus, Ga. and
we were able to take 10,000 lbs. of fresh
produce and water as well as prepare
1,500 cold meals to the Civic Center

where they were housed this summer.
We were also able to help with disaster
relief for Puerto Rico and sent 35,000
pounds of bottled water, sunscreen and
insect repellent.
We were blessed several times with an
unusual abundance of fresh produce from
our retail food donors this summer and
our expanded cold and frozen storage
made it possible for us to accept these
loads of fresh vegetables, fruits, dairy and
breads. With a sense of urgency to avoid
waste, we hosted several “pop up
markets,” partnering with Uptown
OutReach in Columbus and Baptist
Tabernacle Church in LaGrange, Ga. and
distributed more than 158,000 lbs. during
five of these events.
The heart of our mission is to feed hungry
people. Along with this, more than ever,
we see the need to provide education and
empowerment to people so that they have
the tools to thrive, and therefore we can

help build a stronger community. We
now have the space and capacity to
develop educational and enrichment
programs. We’re developing strong
relationships with our local schools,
universities and civic service
organizations through volunteer and
educational opportunities. Engaging
youth and young emerging community
leaders and creating awareness about the
issues of hunger in our communities is
important.
In 2018 we celebrate our 35th anniversary,
we look back humbly to our first 1500
lbs. of food that came by pick-up truck
from the Atlanta Food Bank in 1983 and
celebrate today the more than 8.5 million
lbs. we distributed in 2017. We have
accomplished a lot and have more to do
to serve the people in our footprint. We
look forward to continuing to foster new
relationships and becoming more of a
vital part of our community.

On behalf of the thousands of children, working men
and women, elderly and veterans, we thank you for
your loyal support and we will continue to do our
best to bring fresh, nutritious foods to the plates of
the people we serve.
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Our Programs
Family Food Distribution through our Partner Agencies
Our core program of our operation is partnering with more than 275 member agencies
that extend out- reach throughout our 14-county service area. These partner agencies
include soup kitchens, food pantries, senior and youth centers, shelters, churches and
non-profit organizations that provide food assistance. In 2017, we distributed 3,958,493
pounds of food through this delivery channel.
Mobile Pantry Program
This program is rapidly becoming the primary method for distributing half of our food
throughout our rural areas and provides direct distribution to families in need in locations
where there is limited access to emergency food pantries. Food boxes, hand packed by
volunteers include staple food item along with fresh produce and frozen meat. More than
90,000 mobile pantry food boxes are distributed annually to 41 sites in our footprint.
Kids Café Program
This program provides after school meals in a safe environment. Nutritious meals are
prepared in a commercial kitchen at the central warehouse and delivered to 11 locations
throughout Columbus, Ga. and Phenix City, Ala. Working with the Housing Authority
and local non-profit after school programs, more than 400,000 meals are provided
annually.
During the summer months, we expand our sites and provide additional 36,000 meals.
Additionally, more than 25,000 snacks are provided after school annually.
Weekend Buddy Pack Program
This program serves children who will likely experience hunger during the weekend,
when free breakfasts and lunches are not available. Children are identified by the school
and their privacy is protected. Partner agencies, who pack the back packs with nutritious,
kid-friendly food for distribution by the school, can sponsor a Buddy Pack for
approximately $4.00 per student per week. 1,300 back packs are provided during the
school year.
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FOOD DISTRIBUTION REPORT
FOOD DISTRIBUTION BY COUNTY
County
Chattahoochee
Clay
Harris
Marion
Meriwether
Muscogee
Quitman
Randolph
Russell
Schley
Stewart
Talbot
Troup
Webster
Other
Total

Pounds Distributed
176,744
198,614
422,174
350,205
328,287
3,305,414
218,600
371,269
951,206
170,212
204,479
407,702
1,044,139
194,761
69,628
8,413,434

