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Serving Chattahoochee, Clay, Harris, Marion, Meriwether, Muscogee, Quitman, 

Randolph, Schley, Stewart, Talbot, Troop, Webster counties in Georgia and 

Russell County in Alabama 

 

OUR MISSION AND VALUES 

The mission of Feeding the Valley is to gather food to feed the hungry. The 
values that we incorporate into our mission are compassion, good 

stewardship, dedication, urgency and inclusiveness. 
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P.O. Box 8404, Columbus, GA 31908 
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“It has been one of our goals to 

establish a satellite distribution 

center in our southern region 

to serve the people in Stewart, 

Webster, Schley, Quitman, 

Randolph and Clay counties.  

We know that there are many 

people experiencing food 

insecurity in our southern 

footprint and having a physical 

presence in this region will 

enable us to provide more fresh 

produce, frozen meats and 

non-perishable food on a 

regular basis. We are delighted 

to partner with the Randolph 

County Enrichment Services 

team, and implement our 

regional distribution model to 

better serve the people in our 

southern counties,”  

– Frank Sheppard, President 

and CEO of Feeding the Valley

The AndrewServes Program at Andrew College is a way for students to have hands-on outreach in the local 
community.  They do a lot of wonderful things for the Cuthbert community and we appreciate their help with our 
Mobile Pantry Program.  
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IT WAS A PHENOMENAL YEAR FOR FEEDING THE VALLEY FOOD BANK!  
A year of growth, a year of great team work, and a year of continued confidence in our organization. 

To say that we are proud is an understatement.

REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION PLAN ACCOMPLISHED

Establishing our presence in Cuthbert, Georgia with a small distribution center to serve 

Randolph, Stewart, Webster, Quitman, and Clay counties was a long-term goal and it was 

great to see it happen in June.  With the help of the Servant Leadership students at Andrew 

College as volunteers, we are distributing more than 38,000 lbs. of food each month 

through our Mobile Pantry program in Randolph County. With their help and a strong 

partnership, we are making a bigger impact in some of the most impoverished counties 

in our state.  We look forward to developing new relationships with local churches and 

non-profit organizations is this region. 
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Together we can solve hunger.

Our Cuthbert distribution center is housed with the Randolph County Enrichment Services.  They were able to offer space to us in their facility 
that included cold and frozen storage.  It is a win-win relationship.

2018-2019: A RECORD YEAR
Our numbers for the fiscal year are based on our 14 county service area.
• 5.5 million pounds of food was donated
• More than 275 Partner Agencies with food closets, food pantries, soup kitchens, provide food for their programs, 
support child hunger programs in schools and after school, reach into our rural areas where emergency food is not 
available and much more were served.   Our Partner Agency program is a core collaborative effort that supports our 
mission and one of our major delivery channels.
• We distributed 9.5 million pounds of food to families and children through our programs.
• More than 2.1 million pounds of fresh, nutritious fruits and vegetables were provided to people in our service area.
• More than 89,000 pounds of food was distributed through our Mobile Pantry program.  This program allows us to 
provide direct food distribution to families in areas where there is limited access to emergency food resources. 
Volunteers are vital to this program.
• 288,332 hot, nutritious meals were delivered to sites throughout our communities and served to kids after every 
day after school through our Kids Café program.
• In addition to Kids Café, our extended Summer Meals program provided an additional 92,300 meals and snacks 
during the summer months for kids.
• 56,000 weekend Buddy Pack meals went home with students on Fridays when school was out
• 13,000 Senior Meals were delivered by churches to homebound and elderly recipients
• More than 7,500 volunteers served more than 26,000 hours, and we are grateful for their help.
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Together we can solve hunger.
A NEW OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS
In the late spring of 2019, unexpected 
opportunities came to us and we accepted 
the challenge.  There was a request for us to 
expand our service area to include Calhoun, 
Dougherty, Lee and Terrell counties. Adding 
four new counties is not a small feat, but 
our team did it without a glitch.  We became 
operational in Dougherty, Calhoun, Lee and 
Terrell counties within 90 days and our 
food distribution in this region is increasing 
every month. 

Our new counties have embraced us as their community food bank and welcomed us warmly, and we are actively growing our 
Partner Agency base.  An Advisory Committee representing these counties that includes local community leaders has been 
established to offer us guidance as we continue to branch out our programs and services and continue to learn more about the 
community.  The poverty rate and statistics for this region indicates that there is great need, and help from the leaders of the 
community is crucial.  Building strong relationships and collaborating with local industry and companies is important to help 
us do this.  

We were excited to cut the ribbon at our facility in Albany with the expansion into four new counties in 
October 2019: Calhoun, Dougherty, Lee and Terrell.  Our guests included the Georgia Senator Freddie Powell 
Sims, Albany Mayor Dorothy Hubbard  and board members of the Georgia Food Bank Association as well as 
our advisory board and many community leaders.

“We are very happy to open this facility and serve our partner agencies from Calhoun, Dougherty, Lee and Terrell 

counties.  We have received an overwhelming and positive welcome from these communities and look forward to working 

together to solve hunger in this region. The spirit of collaboration and cohesiveness among the non-profit organizations 

in this community is impressive and I am confident that with their help, we will make a great impact in Albany and the four 

county region.”

– Frank Sheppard, 

President and CEO of Feeding the Valley

Our service area now covers 18 counties encompassing an area of 
6,200 square miles.  With a population of 550,000 people, hunger 
is a serious problem facing these counties with more than 115,000 
people experiencing food insecurity. 

Through our food distribution programs, we serve Calhoun, 
Chattahoochee, Clay, Dougherty, Harris, Lee, Marion, Meriwether, 
Muscogee, Quitman, Randolph, Schley, Stewart, Talbot, Terrell, 
Troup, Webster counties in Georgia and Russell in Alabama.
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Together we can solve hunger.
VOLUNTEERS ARE THE HEART OF OUR MISSION
We can’t say it enough.  They are enthusiastic, 
compassionate and have servant’s hearts.  We need them. 
We depend on them. They are our friends and neighbors. 
They make a community stronger.

We have always recognized that volunteers are vital to 
our mission and they are the engine that keeps our 
operation moving forward. Because they play an 
important role and with our continued growth, we have 
invested in new software that will help us better quantify 
their hours and help us better identify and communicate 
with them.  We look forward to recognizing them in a 
more formal way in the future.

Thank You!

The Community Warriors in Columbus, Georgia are a skilled and well-organized group 
of volunteers – many of them are veterans.  They are always ready to help with our large-
scale mobile pantries and can organize a food distribution for as many as 2, 000 people.  
We enjoy a special partnership with this organization and their service to the community 
is immeasurable. 

Truth Spring Academy students receive a hot, nutritious meal every 
day at lunch through our Kids Café Program. 

We haven’t slowed down since moving into our new warehouse just a 
little over two years ago.  It’s been exciting to see our team of hard 
working, compassionate people who drive our trucks up and down the 
roads every day, run our warehouse, work with our Partner Agencies, 
coordinate our volunteers, source our food, prepare meals in our kitchen 
every day and who will do whatever needs to be done to serve people 
who need just a little bit of help. We realize that this is a ministry and a 
vital one for all of the communities we serve and we take this seriously.

We are grateful for our Board of Directors and our donors who have 
confidence in us and know that we are committed to do more every day 
for families experiencing food insecurity.

Because, we all believe that no one should ever be hungry.
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2019 Board of Directors 

Rudy Allen, Jr. 

Greg Auten 

Jim Evans 

Lisa Griffith 

Alan Harkness 

Brandon Jones 

Ben Link  

Alston Lyle  

Melissa Malloy 

Valencia Mitchell 

Rachel Obermeyer 

David Payne 

Jim Rhodes 

Sharon Sanders 

Judson Turner 

Janeen Tucker 

Ashley Valentini 

Donna Ward 

Gary Warlop 

Lynn Yarborough 

  

Advisory Directors: Sally Walden, Tracy Walker 

2019 Officers 

(Terms of office:  July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020) 

Alan Harkness, Chair 

Sharon Sanders, Past Chair 

Melissa Malloy, Co-Chair 

Lynn Yarborough, Secretary 

Gary Warlop, Treasurer 

2019 Leadership Staff 

Frank Sheppard, President & CEO 

Steve Watson, Director of Operations 

David Shemwell, Programs Administrator 

Shelby Williams, Business Manager & Volunteer Coordinator 
Michelle Henry, Agency Relations Manager

Margalena Remington, Food Sourcing Manager 

Carleen Frokjer, Fund Development Administrator
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Our Programs 

Family Food Distribution through our Partner Agencies 

Our core program of our operation is partnering with more than 275 member agencies that extend out- 

reach throughout our 14-county service area.  These partner agencies include soup kitchens, food 

pantries, senior and youth centers, shelters, churches and non-profit organizations that provide food 

assistance.  In 2019, we distributed 9.5 pounds of food through this delivery channel. 

Mobile Pantry Program 

This program is rapidly becoming the primary method for distributing half of our food throughout our 

rural areas and provides direct distribution to families in need in locations where there is limited access 

to emergency food pantries. Food boxes, hand packed by volunteers include staple food items along 

with fresh produce, frozen meat, dairy and bakery products.  More than 90,000 mobile pantry food 

boxes are distributed annually to 41 sites in our footprint.  

Kids Café Program 

This program provides after school meals in a safe environment.  Nutritious meals are prepared in a 

commercial kitchen at the central warehouse and delivered to 11 locations throughout Columbus, Ga. 

and Phenix City, Ala.  Working with the Housing Authority and local non-profit after school programs, 

more than 288,332 meals are provided annually.  

During the summer months, we expand our sites and provide additional 92,300 meals and snacks. 

Additionally, more than 25,000 snacks are provided after school annually. 

Weekend Buddy Pack Program 

This program serves children who will likely experience hunger during the weekend, when free 

breakfasts and lunches are not available.  Children are identified by the school and their privacy is 

protected.  Partner agencies, who pack the back packs with nutritious, kid-friendly food for distribution 

by the school, can sponsor a Buddy Pack for approximately $4.00 per student per week.  In the last 

school year, 56,000 Buddy Packs were delivered to schools for students to take home for the weekend. 

Senior Meals Program 

More than 13,000 senior meals were prepared for homebound seniors. 
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Pounds Distributed by County 

 

County Pounds Distributed

Russell, AL 1,000,962                    

Chattahoochee 187,067                       

Clay 219,247                       

Harris 454,090                       

Marion 407,008                       

Meriwether 346,382                       

Muscogee 4,146,469                    

Quitman 231,683                       

Randolph 377,921                       

Schley 188,321                       

Stewart 204,350                       

Talbot 426,192                       

Troup 1,196,681                    

Webster 193,493                       

Total 9,579,866                    
 



 

 

2019 Summary Annual Report 

Statement of Position 

Assets

Current Assets

Cash and cash equivalents 56,172$                

Accounts Receivable 1,280,952             

Unconditional Promises to give (net of

  allowance for uncollectible promises) 317,983                

Inventory - Donated 3,620,432             

Inventory - Purchased 56,475                  

     Total current assets 5,332,014             

Fixed Assets (net of accumulated depreciation and amortization) 4,534,354             

Total assets 9,866,368$           

Liabilities and Net Assets

Liabilities

Current Liabilities

Short-term borrowings 119,353$              

Accounts payable 36,503                  

Accrued taxes other than income 14,794                  

Current maturities of long-term debt 138,096                

Due to member agencies 3,620,432             

     Total current assets 3,929,178             

Long-Term Liabilities

Notes Payable 1,951,312             

Total liabilities 5,880,490             

Net Assets

Temporarily restricted net assets 365,000                

Unrestricted net assets 3,620,878             

Total net assets 3,985,878             

Total liabilities and net assets 9,866,368$           
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Program Services Expenses 

Conferences and meetings 19,295$       

Depreciation and amortization expense 221,491       

Dues and memberships 33,124         

Employee benefits 75,570         

Equipment rental and maintenance 183,473       

Insurance 44,896         

Interest Expenses 92,009         

Miscellaneous 39,686         

Payroll taxes 89,144         

Professional fees 15,939         

Printing and publication 845               

Purchased food distributed 479,048       

Salaries 822,830       

Supplies 138,504       

Telecommunications 889               

Travel/Fuel expense 98,785         

Utilities 85,065         

2,440,593$ 

Supporting Services Expense

Salaries 32,125$       

     Total Supporting Services Expense 32,125$       

Fundraising Expense 91,397$       

Total Expenses 2,564,115$ 
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Statement of Activities 

 

Temporarily

Unrestricted Restricted Total

Net Assets Net Assets Net Assets

Support, Revenue and Reclassifications

Public Support

United Way 365,000$             365,000$             

State Nutrition Assistance Program 414,480               414,480               

Federal Grants 158,735               158,735               

Contributions 662,912$           21,462                 684,374               

Special Events 47,192                 47,192                  

Other 61                       61                         

     Total public support 662,973             1,006,869            1,669,842            

Revenue

 Shared maintenance (membership fees) 714,050             714,050               

     Total Revenue 714,050             714,050               

Net assets released from:

Purpose restrictions 609,833             (609,833)              -                        

Time restrictions 365,000             (365,000)              -                        

     Total reclassifications 974,833             (974,833)              -                        

     Total support, revenue and reclassifications 2,351,856          32,036                 2,383,892            

Expenses

Program Services 2,408,557          2,408,557            

Supporting Services

General and administrative 32,125               32,125                  

Fundraising 91,397               32,036                 123,433               

     Total expenses 2,532,079          32,036                 2,564,115            

       Increase (decrease) in net assets (180,223)            -                       (180,223)              

       Net assets June 30, 2018 3,801,101          365,000               4,166,101            

       Net assets June 30, 2019 3,620,878$        365,000$             3,985,878$           
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